
MiniCARDIA 2.5 – Symposium 

PROGRAM 
Novi Sad, Serbia | May 28-29, 2026 

Focus: Mastering Endoscopic and Minimally Invasive Cardiac Surgery (MICS) 

 

 

DAY 1: Thursday, May 28, 2026 
Theme: Endoscopic Foundations & Mitral Valve Interventions 

• 08:30 – 09:00 | Registration & Welcome Coffee 

• 09:00 – 09:15 | Opening Ceremony 

o Lazar Velicki (Course Director) 

SESSION I: The Endoscopic Blueprint 

• 09:15 – 10:30 | Setup and Visualization 

o The 3D Revolution: Einstein Vision 3D System – Tips and Tricks for Depth 
Perception. 

o Port Placement & Setup: Geometry of the chest – maximizing the reach. 

o Instrument Mastery: Ergonomics of Geister instrumentation in a confined space. 

o The Learning Curve: From standard sternotomy to totally endoscopic. 

o Panel Discussion & Q&A 

• 10:30 – 11:00 | Coffee Break & Exhibition Tour 

SESSION II: Endoscopic Mitral Valve & Cryoablation 

• 11:00 – 12:30 | Techniques and Technologies 

o Endoscopic Mitral Repair: Annuloplasty, Resection, and Neo-chords (MiChord 
System). 

o Advanced Anchoring: The role of CorKnot and RAM devices in MICS. 

o Concomitant Procedures: Endoscopic Cryoablation for Atrial Fibrillation. 

o Complex Cases: When to stay endoscopic and when to convert. 

o Panel Discussion & Q&A 

• 12:30 – 13:30 | Networking Lunch 



SESSION III: Industry Innovation Session 

• 13:30 – 14:30 | Corporate Partners Spotlight 

o Edwards Lifesciences: Future of valve technologies in MICS. 

o CorCym: Innovation in sutureless and specialized valve solutions. 

o Third Partner Session: Advanced perfusion or visualization tools. 

SESSION IV: HANDS-ON WORKSHOP – PART A 

• 14:30 – 17:00 | Wet Lab & Simulation (Rotational Stations) 

o Station 1 (Einstein/Aesculap): 3D endoscopic visualization training. 

o Station 2 (LSI/Medtronic): Mitral repair on LSI heart models using MiChord & RAM 
devices. 

o Station 3 (Geister/Grena): Suture management and knot tying with specialized MICS 
tools. 

• 17:00 | Day 1 Adjourn 

• 20:00 | Gala Dinner (Location: Petrovaradin Fortress) 

 

  



DAY 2: Friday, May 29, 2026 
 

Theme: Aortic, Coronary, and Anesthesia in MICS 

SESSION V: Advanced Endoscopic Applications 

• 09:00 – 10:30 | AVR, ASD & Myxomas 

o Endoscopic AVR: Patient selection and cannulation strategies. (L. Velicki / M. 
Matkovic) 

o ASD Closure & Myxoma Resection: The "Ideal" starting point for endoscopic 
programs. (A. Redzek) 

o MIDCAB: Single vessel revascularization – Pitfalls and Success. (D. Grujic / N. Granov) 

o Complications in MICS: Real-world cases – Management of bleeding and suboptimal 
visualization. 

• 10:30 – 11:00 | Coffee Break 

SESSION VI: MICS Anesthesia & Hemodynamics 

• 11:00 – 12:00 | The Expert Perspective (3 Lectures) 

o Lecture 1: Challenges of One-Lung Ventilation and CO2 Insufflation. (Vuckovic) 

o Lecture 2: Perioperative pain management and ERAS in MICS. (Markovic) 

o Lecture 3: Transesophageal Echocardiography (TEE) for MICS procedural success. 
(Dedinje Team) 

SESSION VII: HANDS-ON WORKSHOP – PART B 

• 12:00 – 13:45 | Focused Training & Hemodynamics 

o Workshop A: Advanced Hemodynamic Monitoring for MICS Anesthesia. (Lead: 
Vuckovic) 

o Workshop B: Endoscopic Aortic Valve and ASD Closure on High-Fidelity Models. 

o Workshop C: MIDCAB Simulation and LSI Device integration. 

• 13:45 – 14:00 | Final Remarks & Certification 

o Lazar Velicki 

• 14:00 | Closing Buffet & Farewell 

 


